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with a pyramid at the end. The prisms are
so hard that one can easily write on glass
with them. When colorless this form of
quartz is called rock crystal, and it is used to
some extent in making ornaments and lenses
for spectacles. When colored, quartz crys-
tals take different names (see PRECIOUS
STONES).

The most common forms of quartz oc-
cur in rocks. They vary in color from milky
white to black. Bed and brown quartz rocks
are called jasper. Sandstone is formed of
grains of quartz cemented together by some
other mineral. Quartz forms a good propor-
tion of granite, and it can be easily detected
by its resemblance to broken glass. When
quartz is ground to a powder and heated
with potash, lime or soda, it melts and forms
glass. The waters of many hot springs dis-
solve quartz, and when they cool, it forms
in beautiful crystals around the edges of the
springs. Some of the celebrated springs in
Yellowstone Park are ornamented in this way.
QUART'ZITE, a metamorphic rock, named
from the mineral quartz (see above), because
that is its principal constituent. In its com-
position the quartz is alternated with sand-
stone. There are also frequent other ingre-
dients, such as mica and feldspar. See META-
MORPHIC HOCKS.

QUARTZ VEIN, a rock fissure filled with
quartz, most frequently of igneous origin
(formed by fire) but sometimes a hardened
solution formed by precipitation.

QUASSIA, kwosh'ea, or BITTER ASH,
a genus of South American tropical plants,
which includes both trees and shrubs. The
tree of one species grows to a height of twelve
feet and bears long clusters of red blossoms.
The wood, which is exceedingly bitter, is
shunned by insects and is therefore much
used in cabinet making. The root, which also
is bitter, was formerly used as a cheap sub-
stitute for hops to give a bitter flavor to beer.
QUATERNARY, tooaktu/nary, PE-
RIOD, a term formerly applied to that divi-
sion of the Cenozoie Era following the Ter-
tiary Period and including the subdivisions
called^ respectively, Glacial and Recent,

QUATRAIN, kwofrane, from a French
word meaning four} is a rhymed poem of
stemas of four lines each. The most famous
quatrain of the present day is the Fitzgerald
translation of Omar 'Kha.yywm. Many epi-
grams, proverbs, epitaphs, ete>; are also in
fcfois f arm.

QUEBEC, kwe bek', the old-
est and largest province
_____ of the Dominion of Cana-
da, is bounded on the
south by Ontario, New
York, the Northern New
England states, New
Brunswick and Chaleur
Bay; on the east by the
Atlantic Ocean and Lab-
rador, on the north by
Hudson Strait and Un-
gava Bay, and on the west
by Hudson Bay, James
Bay and Ontario. Its
greatest extent from east
to west is about 1,000
miles, and from north to
south the distance is about the same. The
most easterly point is 500 miles farther east
than Porto Eico, and its western boundary
has practically the longitude of the western
boundary of New York. The area "is 594,434
square miles, of which 23,430 square miles
are water. Quebec is more than double the
size of Texas, and a little less than three
times that of France.
The People. The province was originally
settled by the French, and the descendants of
these colonists constitute more than three-
fourths of the population. They have main-
tained not only the language, but many of the
institutions and customs, of their ancestors,
so that the Province of Quebec is more com-
pletely foreign than any other portion of the
Dominion. In their habits of dress, in the
construction of their dwellings and in their
social life, the French Canadians form a class
by themselves. In general they are industri-
ous, frugal and prosperous. Notwithstand-
ing the fact that thousands of them have
emigrated to the New England states, the
province increased over twenty per cent in
population between 1921 and 1931, the date
of the last census, when the population was
2,874,255, In 1921 it was 2,361,199.
French is the language generally spoken,
except in Montreal, where about one-fourth,
of the population are English-speaking, and
in a small area bordering on the New
England states, known as the Eastern Town-
ships. The inhabitants of this section are of
English descent, and in customs and language
resemble closely the people of New England,
AboutJ six-sevenths of the people are com-
numieants of the Roman Catfeolie Claureli,